


ITS Mission Statement:  

Santa’s Gingerbread Village 
Three locomotives travel through Santa’s 
gingerbread village in the North Pole, all 
created by the chefs at The Weston Crown 
Center and Hyatt Regency Crown Center 
hotels. See the reindeer stable, Santa’s 
sleigh garage, the elves’ dorm, a doll, 
rocking horse, and ball factory and even 
Mr. & Mrs. Claus’ home. Three tracks of 
garden scale trains from Hall’s Station help 
delivery the magic of Christmas. Free. 
Level 1, adjacent to Fritz’ Railroad 
Restaurant.  

November 28- December 31 
Mon.–Sat.; 10 a.m.–9 p.m. Sun.; 10 a.m –5 

p.m.  
www.crowncenter.com or 816-274-8444 

 

Season Of Lights 
The most magical time of the year, 

Holidays on the Plaza, is upon Kansas 
City once again. The over 80 miles of 
lights have been carefully strung, and 
are illuminating the Country Club Plaza 

for the 79th year. Free.  
November. 27–January 11 

www.countryclubplaza.com or 816-753-0100 

AROUND TOWN  

The 
Mailing 
Address 
Goes 
Here 

Infant-Toddler Services of Johnson County 

6400 Glenwood 
Suite 205 
Overland Park, KS  66202 
 

Through a working partnership between families and the 
community, Infant- Toddler Services of Johnson County fosters 
and coordinates the delivery of timely, comprehensive, quality 
service for children aged birth to thirty-six months who have 
developmental delays or disabilities.  
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ITS Bits is a bi-monthly publication of Infant Toddler Services of 
Johnson County.  Please contact the office at (913) 432-2900 if you 
have any questions about the contents of this newsletter or would like 
to contribute an article. 
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No one ever wants to think his or her child is in any way slow, 
lagging behind other children when it comes to skills and 
development.  But that’s what we were struck with earlier this 
year.   
 

As his second birthday approached, our precious Joseph shared 
many of the same passions as the typical two‐year‐old: toys, 
snacks and grandparents.  The problem was that he struggled so 
mightily to tell us about them.  Whether it was Scooby Doo, fruit 
snacks or Grandpa, Joey always communicated with a grunt and a 
point.  We could see the frustration on his face.  He clearly wanted 
to talk; he just couldn’t do it.  
 

So as we celebrated Joey’s birthday in March, he could only say 
three simple words: Hi, Mama and Dada.  And he couldn’t say 
any of them together. 
 

That’s when Miss Karen came into our lives.  Sent by Infant and 
Toddler Services, Karen started treating Joey with speech therapy 
every week.  Upon Infant and Toddler Services initial evaluation, 
we were told Joey was speaking at the level of a 12‐month‐old.  
But that wasn’t even the most troubling news we heard.  Before 
long, Karen told us Joey wasn’t really a slow talker; in fact, he had 
Speech Apraxia.  Neither my wife nor I knew what it meant, but 
Karen was quick to explain.  Speech Apraxia isn’t a developmental 
disorder, rather it’s neurological.  Something was wrong in our 
son’s head that was preventing him from communicating 
appropriately.  The diagnosis meant that a different type of speech 
therapy was necessary, and it’s the kind of therapy that can last 
several years. 
 

There are obviously much more severe ailments affecting children 
across the world, but this was serious enough for us.  And it was 
simply heartbreaking for us to watch our son trying to 
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communicate with us, only his brain was preventing him 
from putting the words together.   
 

Progress was slow at the start.  Joey still seemed to speak 
only when he really wanted to, and saying something once 
was never a guarantee that he’d be able to say that same 
word again. 
 

But after a couple of months, Miss Karen seemed to find a 
switch that needed to be flipped.  Through flashcards, 
pictures, sign language and a variety of other methods, Joey 
was clearly starting to catch on.  Suddenly, there seemed to 
be new words each day.  And whereas he used to 
occasionally thrill us with a new word but fail to say it 
again, these words were sticking.  Bird, bear, dog … 
microwave!   
 

It defied the usual logic and flow of apraxia treatment, and 
Joey was soon putting words together.  “Watch movie.”  
“More milk.”  “Go bye‐bye.” 
 

Sometimes Joey might fight going to bed on Tuesday 
nights, but he seemed at much more peace after being told 
Miss Karen would visit the next day.  Her sessions were 
rewarding learning experiences for Joey.  Sometimes he and 
Karen sat at the table and talked.  Sometimes they went 
outside.  She had quickly become his friend as well as his 

(Continued on page 2) 

KIDDOS AT PLAY 
THANKSGIVING PLACE CARDS  

CRAFT MATERIALS: 

♦ Nontoxic ink pad  

♦ Blank place cards  

♦ Markers  

1. Press a thumb into the inkpad and then on paper to print a turkey's 
body. Use the same technique with fingertips to create a head and 
feathers.  
 
2. Use markers to add a beak, wattle and feet.  
 
3. Complete the cards by writing in guests' names.  

Infant- Toddler Services of Johnson County 




